
The African and Asian regions surveyed had similar average ivory market sizes per town/city, about
5,000 to 6,000 items each. Europe’s ivory markets were distinctly smaller on average per town/city, around 1,900
items each. One could therefore conclude that Europe’s ivory markets are of a different, smaller order than those
seen in Africa and Asia.

Effect of Europe’s ivory market  on elephant populations

This survey found that the great majority of ivory being worked and sold today in Germany, the UK, France,
Spain and Italy pre-dates the EU and CITES ivory trade bans. Therefore, in principle it is legal, though many of
the items lack proper documentation as called for by EC Regulation 338/97. The sale of this old ivory is not the
result of recent elephant poaching and therefore does not directly effect elephant populations. However, many
animal welfare organizations argue that the sale of this ivory is indirectly detrimental to elephants as ivory
market activity of any kind encourages poaching. Whether this view is correct in all cases remains to be
demonstrated (Stiles 2004b). Based on ivory seizures reported by national Customs departments and ETIS,
relatively small amounts of presumably recent ivory (raw and worked) are entering Europe today, but most ivory
is intended for non-commercial, personal use. This ivory does have a small direct effect on elephant populations,
as much of it was most likely from illegally killed elephants. It is hoped that the quantities remain small and that
enforcement officers remain vigilant.
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